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A Mandatory Piece of the Puzzle



❖ Prayer is of the same priority as preaching & teaching
6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 
distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right 
for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men 
from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over 
to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ac 6:1–4). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

❖ Daniel Nash



Is Intercession A Priority?

❖ 55% of Americans say they 
pray every day

❖ 23% of Americans say they 
seldom or never pray

❖ Adults over 65 are far more 
likely to pray daily than those 
under 30

❖ Yet average daily time spent on 
all religious activities for most 
Americans is 17 minutes or less

2015 Pew Research Poll, online,http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/chapter-2-religious-
practices-and-experiences/#private-devotions

http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/chapter-2-religious-practices-and-experiences/%23private-devotions


How About Pastors?

❖ 16% of pastors are very 
satisfied with their personal 
prayer lives

❖ 47% are somewhat satisfied

❖ 30% somewhat dissatisfied

❖ 7% very dissatisfied

❖ Their median amount of prayer 
time per day is 30 minutes



Intercession & the Typical Church 
Family



Distinctives & Distractions

❖ Preservation over Progress

❖ Relationships over Reality

❖ Family over Fraternity

❖ Personality over Professionalism

❖ Informal Processes over Formal Processes

❖ Cyclical Time over Linear Time

From Principles for Effective Rural Ministry: Understanding Rural Culture, Pastoral Leadership, & Preaching, © 2014 Jason McConnell



Understanding Intercession



Defining Intercessory Prayer

Intercessory prayer is passionate and persistent prayer on 
behalf of others (sometimes for yourself) for the will of 

God to come to fruition in their lives.



Defining Intercessory Prayer

All intercession is prayer, but not all prayer is intercession. In 
writing Timothy, the apostle Paul lists several kinds of 
prayer:

1. Requests (Pleas)

2. Prayers (Speaking to God; Conversation)

3. Intercession (On behalf of others)

4. Thanksgiving (Praise & Gratitude)

2:1 “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 
made for everyone…” (1 Timothy 2:1)
The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Ti 2:1). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.



Intercessory Power & Authority

Intercessory prayer impacts both those for whom we pray 
and also us…



Intercessory Power & Authority

We are given different weapons:

1. To Demolish Strongholds (Defensible Positions)

2. To Demolish Arguments (Reasoning Counter to God)

3. To Demolish Pretensions (Arrogance/Power from the 
World Above)

3 “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The 
weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they 
have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5)
The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Cor 10:3-5). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.



Intercessory Power & Authority

We are given everything we need:

1. For Life

2. For Godliness

3. To Participate in the Divine Nature

3 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through 
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through 
these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them 
you may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.” (2 Peter 1:3-4)
The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Pet 1:3-4). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.



Intercessory Power & Authority

❖ The key factor in both passages is Divine power.

❖ When we walk in the Divine power that God has 
already extended to us as commissioned ambassadors 
of His kingdom, it doesn’t just impact the world, it 
changes us!



The Act of Intercession



The Act of Intercession
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 

ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will. 

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those 
he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.  (Romans 8:26-30)
The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Romans 8:26-30). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.



The Act of Intercession

God works in others through our intercession:

1. Intercessory prayer is led by the Holy Spirit (v. 26)

2. We do not always have to have knowledge for what 
to pray (v. 26)

3. God connects our hearts with the mind of the Spirit 
(v. 27)

4. The Spirit focuses our human intercession on God’s 
will (v. 27)



The Act of Intercession

God works in us through our intercession:

1. Romans 8:28 is usually taken out of context! – Jack 
Hayford

2. God responds to our intercession working for good  
(v. 28)

3. God responds by conforming us to the likeness of 
Jesus (v. 29)

4. God moves us toward glory! (v. 30)



Key Elements of Intercession

Daniel’s Prayer (Daniel 9:1-19)

9 In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was 
made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, 
Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the word of the Lord 
given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last 
seventy years. 3 So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with him in 
prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes.

4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed:



Key Elements of Intercession
“O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with 
all who love him and obey his commands, 5 we have sinned and done 
wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away 
from your commands and laws. 6 We have not listened to your servants the 
prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our 
fathers, and to all the people of the land.
7 “Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame—the 
men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in 
all the countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness 
to you. 8 O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered 
with shame because we have sinned against you. 9 The Lord our God is 
merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against him; 10 we 
have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws he gave us through his 
servants the prophets. 11 All Israel has transgressed your law and turned 
away, refusing to obey you.



Key Elements of Intercession
“Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, 
the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned 
against you. 12 You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against 
our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster. Under the whole heaven 
nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem. 13 Just as 
it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, yet we 
have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our sins 
and giving attention to your truth. 14 The Lord did not hesitate to bring the 
disaster upon us, for the Lord our God is righteous in everything he does; 
yet we have not obeyed him.
15 “Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, 
we have sinned, we have done wrong. 16 O Lord, in keeping with all your 
righteous acts, turn away your anger and your wrath from Jerusalem, your 
city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made 
Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us.



Key Elements of Intercession

17 “Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your 
sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary. 18 Give ear, O 
God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears 
your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but 
because of your great mercy. 19 O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, 
hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and 
your people bear your Name.”
The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Da 9:1–19). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

https://ref.ly/logosres/niv?ref=BibleNIV.Da9.17&off=0&ctx=l+those+around+us.+%0a~17+%E2%80%9CNow%2c+our+God%2c+he


Key Elements of Intercession

S. Michael Houdmann lists six key elements of intercessory 
prayer as shown in Daniel 9:

1. It is in response to the Word (v. 2)

2. It is characterized by fervency (v. 3) and self-denial (v. 4)

3. It unselfishly identifies with our own plight (v. 5)

4. It is strengthened by confession (vv. 5-15)

5. It is dependent on God’s character (vv. 4, 7, 9, 15)

6. It has as its goal the glory of God (vv. 16-19)

S. Michael Houdmann, http://www.gotquestions.org/intercessory-prayer.html, May 22, 2014.

http://www.gotquestions.org/intercessory-prayer.html


Making It Happen



Four Traits of Effective Intercession

❖ Intelligent

❖ Intentional

❖ Targeted

❖ Persistent



Prayer Intelligence & Intentionality
❖ Prayer Intelligence Team

❖ Neighborhood Prayer Map

❖ City Prayer Map

❖ Operation World by Patrick Johnstone

❖ Relationship with Police (and First Responders/Chaplain)

❖ Read the Paper differently

❖ Two-way Prayer communication (contact team for 
dissemination/text or app for getting word out)

❖ Learn the spiritual history of the area (Your town’s spiritual history)



City Prayer Map & Neighborhood Prayer Map

Targeting thru 
Prayer Maps

Helping to make prayer 
intentional, intelligent and 
targeted



Making It Happen…

Planning for 
Persistence
“Nothing remains persistent without 
good planning by the leadership and 
adoption by the whole church family. 
Nothing.”

John Kimball, CCCC Director of Church Development



The Role of the (Senior) Pastor
❖ Directing (uninvolved) vs. Leading (involved)

❖ Personal Spiritual Disciplines (evidence)

❖ Personal Intercessory Prayer Plan

❖ Train Leaders on all Levels About This Kind of Intercession

❖ Lead with Leaders – Regular Prayer in Groups and also One-on-One 
(Make It the Priority)

❖ Lead Prayer Groupings

❖ Give Personal Testimonies on Prayer and Also Answers from the Pulpit

❖ Be the Intercessory Prayer Cheerleader



Make An Intercessory Prayer Plan
❖ Personal/Individual Intercession (Daily)

1. Assess

2. Coach

3. Teach/Train

4. Practice

❖ Small Group/Cluster Intercession (Weekly)

❖ Large Group Gatherings (At Least Monthly)

❖ Intercession Intelligence Team

❖ Regular (Appropriate) Praying in other meetings and venues



Results

❖ Pastor(s) are better aligned with both the heart & mission of God

❖ Leaders are better aligned with both the heart & mission of God

❖ People are better aligned with both the heart & mission of God

❖ Church Life better aligned with both the heart & mission of God

❖ REVITALIZATION begins almost spontaneously with alignment



Conclusion: A Call to Return
“A Christian community either lives by the 
intercessory prayers of its members for one 
another, or the community will be destroyed. I 
can no longer condemn or hate other Christians 
for whom I pray, no matter how much trouble 
they cause me. In intercessory prayer the face 
that may have been strange and intolerable to 
me is transformed into the face of one for 
whom Christ died, the face of a pardoned 
sinner. That is a blessed discovery for the 
Christian who is beginning to offer intercessory 
prayer for others. As far as we are concerned, 
there is no dislike, no personal tension, no 
disunity or strife that cannot be overcome by 
intercessory prayer. Intercessory prayer is the 
purifying bath into which the individual and 
the community must enter every day.” 

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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