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An Introduction

Christophanies in the Old Testament

A Christophany (sometimes called a theophany) is a physical and personal appearance of Christ 
before his incarnation. 

Christophanies are important for the people to whom they appear in the Old Testament, but they 
also affirm what we call the “pre-existance” of Christ — that our Triune God as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit existed from before the beginning and, specifically, that Jesus existed before is actual 
birth in Bethlehem. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

	The	Holy	Bible:	New	Interna4onal	Version.	(1984).	(Jn	1:1–4).	Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Zondervan.	

A Definition

There are two basic kinds of Christophanies in the Old Testament: 

• “The Angel of the Lord” - different than regular angels who also make appearances 
throughout the Bible, The Angel of the Lord is one with unlimited authority and, with further 
investigation, acts as God Himself in those accounts. 

• “A Man” - in some cases, Jesus appears as a human man, and his divinity is recognized by what 
he does. 

• Interestingly, Christophanies cease once Christ is incarnate and born.

Two Types



Next time we get together, we’ll look at the Angel of the Lord Christophanies. 

• Genesis 16:13 

• Genesis 22:14 

• Exodus 3:10 

• Judges 6:22 

• Judges 13:18, 22 

Some of these are historically called theophanies. They are clearly the presence of the Most High. 
We’ll talk more about that.

Next Time

For Further Thought…

1. What was your biggest “A-hah” from this lesson? 
2. Why do you think Jesus showed up personally to these people in the Old Testament? 
3. Read Psalm 90:1-2, John 1:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 8:5-6. What does this say about Jesus?


